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"EUTHANASIA”- Killings 
under NATIONAL SOCIALISM

GRAFENECK 1940 
THE “EUTHANASIA”- 

CRIMES IN SOUTHWEST-
GERMANY



On January 18, 1940, the syste-
matic and industrial killing of 
people began in Nazi Germany. 
Over 70,000 people were killed 
in six extermination centers 
between January 1940 and August 
1941. 
Grafeneck, referred to by the 
perpetrators as "Institution A" 
(Anstalt A), became a model for 
all subsequent extermination 
centers - the perpetrators' 
methods in southwestern Germany 
became a model for the entire 
Reich.  

Castle Grafeneck, located 60 
kilometers south of Stuttgart on 
the Swabian Alb: 
Between January and December 
1940, 10,654 men, women, and 
children were murdered here in a 
gas chamber.  

The perpetrators referred to the 
murders as “EUTHANASIA” or 
“MERCY KILLINGs”. In historical 
retrospect, the program is also 
referred to as “OPERATION T4” 
(Aktion T4). 
People were killed because they 
were considered "life unworthy 
of life" in the eyes of the  
perpetrators - and not just in 
their eyes: 
The victims were people with 
mental illnesses or cognitive 
disabilities who until they were 
deported to Grafeneck had been 
living in hospitals and care 
facilities.  

"HOLOCAUST" 
 
The mass murder of patients and 
residents of hospitals and care 
facilities marks the beginning 
of a path that leads to the  
murder of the European Jews and 
ends in the extermination camps 
in the East, with Auschwitz-
Birkenau as its symbol.  

The perpetrators of the 
“Euthanasia”- program - among 
them every fourth member of the 
staff at Grafeneck - can be 
found again in the extermination 
sites of the "Holocaust": 
Auschwitz II - Birkenau, Belzec, 
Sobibor, Treblinka. They were 
responsible for building these 
extermination camps. There too, 
the perpetrators systematically 
and industrially killed people.  

The "Euthanasia"-killings served 
as a model for the murder in the 
extermination camps of the 
Holocaust.

Grafeneck Castle

January 1940 
NS-"EUTHANASIA" - 

INDUSTRIAL MURDER

Auschwitz II -Birkenau
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Die Vernichtungsstätten der Aktion T4 1940 und 1941
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•  The six killing centers of the  
Nazi ‘Euthanasia’-Program



Exhibition picture of the "Reichsnährstand": 
Volk und Rasse. Illustrated monthly magazine 
for German folk culture, issue 10 (1936)

PROLOGUE:  
“UNWORTHY LIFE”

"We should create a law that 
helps nature to its right. 
Nature would let this creature, 
incapable of caring for itself, 
starve to death. We can be more 
humane and give it a painless 
mercy killing... 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’, 
Matthew 5 - No reasonable person 
would derive earthly rights for 
the idiots, which no one has 
denied to others, from this Bible 
verse. The kingdom of heaven may 
be theirs.” 

Das Schwarze Korps,  
Wochenschrift der SS, 1937



THE THOUGHT:  
"UNWORTHY LIFE"

The declared goal of the 

National Socialist’s health, 

social, and racial policies  

is the realization of a  

comprehensive program for the 

"purification of the body of the 

people"(Reinigung des Volkskörpers). 

Medical and economic criteria 

are used as a benchmark for 

determining the value of human 

life. Where no usefulness is 

recognized, the right to life 

ends.

No longer is the suffering  
individual at the center of 
ideological thinking, but rather 
the supra-individual social 
structure: the state, the nati-
on, the people, or rather: the 
race. 
The conceptual connection between 
"healing and extermination" in 
the time of National Socialism 
is clear: the "extermination of 
life unworthy of life" is under-
stood in the final analysis as a 
measure for the strengthening 
and revitalization of the "body 
of the people" and the race. 
"Healing and extermination" no 
longer have an inseparable con-
nection within this conceptual 
framework but become identical.
 
The "logic" of the planners in 
killing the "useless eaters" 
lies in: 
 
. Relief of public finances 
. Saving food 
.  Availability of doctors and 

nursing staff for war service
.  Conversion of sanatoria and 

nursing facilities into mili-
tary hospitals, barracks, or 
other war-relevant institutions. 

The term for these killings: 
"EUTHANASIA" - good death
 
"In the many care facilities of 
the Reich, many incurably ill 
people of all kinds are accommo-
dated who are of no use to mankind 
at all. They only take away food 
from other healthy people and 
often require two or three times 
the care. If preparations for 
the preservation of healthy people 
have to be made today, then it 
is all the more necessary to 
eliminate these beings first. 
First, this is for the better 
preservation of the sick but 
curable people housed in sanatoria 
and nursing facilities. The space 
that is freed up is furthermore 
needed for all kinds of war-relevant 
things: military hospitals, hos-
pitals, and auxiliary hospitals. 
Additionally, the action relieves 
the municipalities considerably 
since the future costs of main-
tenance and care of these people 
are saved." 
 
 

Viktor Brack, 1904-1948, economist and of the 
main organizers of the “Operation T4” in a 
speech to the mayors of the German Association
of Municipalities, April 1940 
 



OPERATION T4  
BERLIN  

- STUTTGART - GRAFENECK

The circular of the Ministry of the Interior 
of Württemberg dated 23.11.1939, which informs 
the care facilities about the planned transfer 
of patients.

For the preparation and executi-
on of the "Euthanasia" murders 
in Grafeneck, the Reich authori-
ties in Berlin relied on the 
cooperation of the state admini-
strations in Baden, Württemberg, 
and Bavaria. 
 
Supervision of the hospitals and 
care facilities was in the 
responsibility of the State 
Ministries of the interior in 
Karlsruhe, Stuttgart, and 
Munich. 
 
In the case of Grafeneck, the 
Ministry of the Interior in 
Stuttgart and its medical 
department has a particularly 
significant role to play. 

In early October 1939, when 
representatives of the  
"T4"-authorities and the Reich 
Ministry of the Interior were 
searching for a location for the 
first "Euthanasia"-extermination 
facility, representatives of the 
Württemberg Ministry of the 
Interior in Stuttgart suggested 
the Samaritan Foundation 
Grafeneck. 
 
Since 1929, Grafeneck has been 
one of the care facilities of 
the Samaritan Foundation 
Stuttgart, which belongs to the 
State Association of Inner 
Mission and the Protestant State 
Church of Württemberg.

The Ministry of the Interior of Württemberg  
in Stuttgart

Dr. jur. Jonathan Schmid 
(1888-1945) Minister of the 
Interior and Justice of 
Württemberg.



Grafeneck -  
from care facility to 

extermination centre

Expropriation of Grafeneck "for purposes of 
the Reich". An order was issued by Münsingen 
district administrator Richard Alber on 
October 14, 1939, on behalf of the Württemberg 
Ministry of the Interior.
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Location map of the Grafeneck extermination 
facility 
 
A: Barbed wire fence with prohibition signs 
and guards at the base of the elongated ridge 
 
B: Entrance with barrier 
 
C: Killing complex with registration barracks, 
gas chamber shed, crematorium, and garage for 
buses. 
High wooden fence 
 
D: Castle with the command center and registry 
office.

3D replica of the killing complex -  
Grafeneck 1940
 
1 Gas chamber building 
2 Crematorium with three incinerators 
3 Vehicle hall 
4 60-metre-long reception barracks 
5 Three buses with escort vehicle

Trail the inn and  
pub in Marbach

GRAFENECK 1940
 
After being expropriated  
"for purposes of the Reich," 
Grafeneck was subsequently 
referred to as the Grafeneck 
State Care Facility.  
The entire killing complex - the 
gas chamber building, the crema-
torium, the registration barracks, 
and the bus garage - was  
surrounded by a wooden fence. 
Grafeneck had become a killing 
institution.
 
Between January and December 1940, 
10,654 men, women, the elderly, 
youth, and children were murdered 
in Grafeneck. The Tübingen Assize 
Court determined the number of 
victims in a trial against a small 
number of perpetrators. 

The list of institutions 
reflects the current state of 
knowledge and remains incomple-
te, especially regarding 
Bavaria. The number of Bavarian 
victims cannot be traced back to 
their originating institutions.

INSTITUTIONS AND VICTIMS

I.  WÜRTTEMBERG

A. State psychiatric and care facilities 
1.  Weissenau (558)
2.  Schussenried (317)
3.  Zwiefalten (352)
4.  Winnenden (356)
5.  Weinsberg (422)

B.  State Welfare Institutions 
6.  Markgröningen (120)
7.  Ellwangen / Rabenhof (30)
8.  Ulm / Riedhof (55)
9.  Reutlingen / Rappertshofen (72)

C.  Private sanatoriums
10. Rottenmünster (178)
11. Göppingen / Christophsbad (144)
12. Kennenburg / Esslingen (7)

D.  Denominational institutions

- Innere Mission (protestant):
13. Stetten i.R. (324)
14. Schwäbisch Hall / Diakonissenhaus (87)
15. Pfingstweide / Tettnang (24)
16. Mariaberg (61)
17. Paulinenpflege Winnenden (1)

- Caritas (catholic):
18. Liebenau (463)
19. Rosenharz / Ravensburg (26)
20. Heggbach / Biberach (173)
21. Ingerkingen (72)

E. Municipal hospitals
22. Bürgerhospital Stuttgart (1)

II. HOHENZOLLERN

23. Fürst Carl Hospital Sigmaringen (71)

III.BADEN

A. State psychiatric and care facilities24. 
Wiesloch (675)
25. Rastatt (448)
26. Illenau (237)
27. Emmendingen (700)
28. Reichenau / Konstanz (448)

B. District nursing homes
29. Weinheim  (66)
30. Krautheim   (2)
31. Sinsheim (234)
32. Hub / Ottersweier (404)
33. Fußbach / Gengenbach (130)
34. Freiburg (120)
35. Geisingen  (16)
36. Wiechs  (89)
37. Jestetten (135)

C. Denominational institutions

- Innere Mission (protestant):
38. Mosbach (218)
39. Kork (113)

- Caritas (catholic):
40. Herten / St. Josefsanstalt (345)

III.BAYERN

41. Eglfing-Haar / München (164)
42. Kaufbeuren (414)
43. Günzburg (248)
44. Schweinspoint / Donauwörth  (83)
45. Lohr a. M.  (76)
46. Werneck

IV. HESSEN / RHEINPROVINZ-PREUSSEN

47. Goddelau / Kr. Darmstadt (59)
48. Bedburg-Hau / Kr. Kleve (455)



Theodor Kynast

Theodor Kynast 
born 1904, murdered 
in Grafeneck on 
25 November 1940

Theodory Kynast was a patient at 
the private clinic Christophsbad 
in Göppingen. He was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia.
 
The patient registration forms 
of the Reich Ministry of the 
Interior were not filled out by 
the Christophsbad. The institution 
did not want to release the 
patients of state welfare 
(Staatspfleglinge). The 
Württemberg Ministry, however, 
of the Interior ordered the 
transfer of patients from the 
Christophsbad Göppingen to state 
facilities and other care faci-
lities. On October 14, 1940, 
Theodor Kynast was transferred 
to the Winnental sanatorium and 
care facility (Winnenden). 

Winnental was a so-called 
“Zwischenanstalt”. Some of the 
people killed in Grafeneck were 
not directly deported from the 
care facility in which they 
lived but were transferred to 
state-run facilities first, 
where they stayed for several 
weeks before being deported to 
Grafeneck. On November 29 
Theodor K. is transferred to 
Grafeneck with another 74 pati-
ents from Winnental. He was 
killed there on the same day.  
 
The estate of Theodor K., which 
was passed- to his parents in 
Göppingen after his death, shows 
the fear and despair of the 
36-year-old: he has carved the 
word "murderer" into a cookie. 
The death certificate issued by 
the Grafeneck registry office on 
December 3, 1940, indicates 
"pulmonary tuberculosis, hemor-
rhage" as the cause of death.



GRAFENECK AND 
AUSCHWITZ 

"EUTHANASIA" AND 
"FINAL SOLUTION"

   The six killing centers of the  
"Euthanasia"-program with gas-chambers 
Extermination camps with gas-chambers

Auschwitz II - Birkenau

The subsequent use of the 
“Euthanasia”-perpetrators and 
the killing technology of the 
gas chambers for the extermina-
tion of European Jews demon-
strates the direct connection 
between the "Euthanasia" crimes 
and the "Final Solution of the 
Jewish question”: 
Dr. Horst Schumann, the first 
head and medical director of 
Grafeneck, became a camp doctor 
in Auschwitz in the autumn of 
1942 and selected people for 
cruel and often deadly X-ray 
sterilization experiments at 
the ramp of Birkenau.
 
A large part of the Grafeneck 
staff, including Christian 
Wirth, was involved in the murder 
of European Jews. As part of 
"Operation Reinhard", Wirth 
lead the establishment of the 
extermination camp Belzec. He 
later became its first comman-
der and from August 1, 1942, 
the inspector of the extermina-
tion camps Belzec, Treblinka, 
and Sobibor, where 1.75 million 
people are known to have been 
murdered.
 
Also, administrative, nursing, 
and guard personnel working at 
Grafeneck were later found in 
other "Euthanasia" extermination 
centers and the extermination 
camps in the East after 1940. 
Kurt Franz, born in 1914, who 
worked as a "chef" at Grafeneck, 
became the last commander of 
Treblinka. 

Only a small number of perpe-
trators were prosecuted and 
punished after the war. Most of 
them returned to the society 
they came from.

Dr. Horst Schumann (1906-1983) 
Head doctor of the killing  
center at Grafeneck and 
Sonnenstein, camp doctor at 
Auschwitz

Christian Wirth (1885- 1944)
Criminal Investigator at the 
Stuttgart police headquarters, 
office manager in Grafeneck 
and Hartheim, and commander 
of the Belzec extermination 
camp.



PATRONAGE 
Grafeneck Memorial and 

Documentation Centre are 

under the patronage of the 

State of Baden-Württemberg 

and the Prime Minister. 

Grafeneck Memorial and 

Documentation Centre are 

under the patronage of the 

Bishop of the Protestant 

Church of Württemberg and 

the Bishop of the Diocese of 

Rottenburg-Stuttgart. 
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